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Don’t let up when

it comes to HYGIENE

he outdoors issue was a
challenge for the editorial
team at Pet Lovers Centre,
We really wanted to

emphasize time and again on the
importance of hygiene, but found that it
was not the main focus of any of the
articles! So this time round we decided
to dedicate a whole issue to what really
bugs all pet owners - the unavoidable
germs.

A basic crash course on vour invisible
enemies can be found in Germs 101, but
simply knowing the basics isn't enough,
so we added Surmounting Germs to
teach you how to tackle them.
Disinfection also ranked

high on our priorities
as 1t 15 hard not to
get complacent
when there

are s0 many antimicrobial products
readily available, each touting the latest
advanced technology. Why the need to
be so prudent, you ask. One of the most
obvious reasons 1s simply because you
cannot guarantee the state of your pet's
immune system at all times, While the
betterment of health care and
veterinarian  services have  indeed
extended the average life expectancy of
pets, their immune responses, however,
continue to decline with age, and all but
a losing battle 15 to be fought agamst
emerging diseases that are increasingly
resistant to drugs in the market, as you
will learn in our Senior Pets article,

Food nutrition may be important to
boost your pet’s immune

system, but what we
. found out was that
. many pet owners
neglect food safety,
thus  unknowingly
exposing their pets

to various germs
and bacteria. We
pay a premium for

fresher and more nutritious pet food, so
why not go a httle more further to
ensuring they're as safe as they are
tasty? Also, being pet owners does not
mean we have to give in and accept our
pet's characteristics all the time. With
regards to pet odors, we believe it
makes a strong case to keep vour pet
from smelling rotten. For one, it would
reflect badly on you as an owner.
Secondly, and most importantly, it
might just turn out to be due to a more
sinister cause! While there may seem to
be many things to take note of, you will
find the effort worthwhile in the end
when your pet comes frisking to you
with a huge smile on its face and in
tiptop health.

On another note, our Heroes section is
dedicated to an ordinary, everyday hero.
Lynn Sim 15 featured in our column this
issue for being the hero she is to her dog
after adopting her French Bulldog under
rather traumatic circumstances. Her
story tugged at our heartstrings and we
thought you might find 1t heartwarming
too. Finally, our usual feature section
Pet Lovers' Favs also include the latest
that you love and may want to introduce
to other pet owners.

Working on a topic that 15 inevitable for
all pet owners has made the working
process of this magazine a very exciting
one. We're hoping you enjoy reading it
as much as we had writing it. Just
remember to wash your hands before and
after reading this 1ssue with your pet.

From the editorial team
of “petlovers”™ Magazine.
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Turning Your Questions into Answers
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CAT ADOPTION DRIVE

4" Sept, Vivo City
18" Sept, EastPoint Mall
2" QOct, NEX Mall
16" Oct, Vivo City
30" Oct, EastPoint Mall
13" Nov, NEX Mall
27" Nov, Vivocity
11" Dec, Eastpoint

Alternate Sundays, 3pm - 8pm Pet Safari

3% Pet Lovers

rmcremes FOUNDATION

For more details please visit
www.catwelfare.org or www.petloverscentre.com,
Far further information please call:

Cal Welfare Society, Edna at 02-9635 2747
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ging brings about health
complications. Man’s
fascination and constant
desire towards a mythical
“Fountain of Youth™ 15 evident, and
this has seeped into our best interests
towards our pets. While age i1s but a
number for some, our pets experience
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the degeneration of their body, both
internally and externally, victims of
the passing of time. Their organs and
immune system degenerate at
different rates, but all are not spared
from the eventual wear and tear. This
15 especially noticeable in most pets,
as they age much faster than humans.

Dogs are considered geriatric when
they reach anywhere from 8 to 13
years, while cats experience
age-related problems by the age of 12
years. Hamsters, on the other hand,
start to show their age in a matter of 2
years. [t 1s not hard to recognize the
need to keep your pets in the pink of




health in order to keep preventable
diseases at bay. Microbes that may
not have affected your pet at its prime
may start to pose a problem. When
pets turn older, their white blood cell
count, lymphocyte proliferative
activity, as  well as interleukin
concentrations  are  significantly
lower. This means the immune
system 15 no longer at its best, as
white blood cells, lymphocytes and
interleukins are the hard workers thai
hunt for the intruders and stop them
doing their worst damage. Bacteria
from strains such as Staphylococcus,
Streptococeus, E. Coli, Pneumococcus,
may cause bacterial pneumonia,
colitis, and skin diseases. Fungal
infections may start appearing on the
skin too, as your pet becomes more
susceptible to previously harmless
microbes,

petlowers / Senior Pets

These are preventable illnesses, but
with age there should come a
proportional increase in vigilance on
the part of the pet owner. Pet owners
should be able to discern if the illness
is age-related or contracted recently
as a result of bacterial, viral or even a
fungal infection. To understand why
signs and discases of aging occur, it is
essential to get to know the factors
that result in this phenomenon.

Accumulated toxic waste in cells
resulting in cell damage.

Free-radical mediated cell damage,
or by environmental pollutants.

Genetically pre-programmed cell
death, reflected in the pet’s genome.

All these lead to cell damage and
eventual cell death. Lifestyle illnesses

|
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such as diabetes mellitus are due to
the body's decreased sensitivity to
glucose levels and a resulting
inadequacy in amount of insulin
seereted to manage blood sugar levels
in your pet. Your pet may not be
spared  from  kidney  disease,
especially for cats and dogs (their
kidneys normally wear out first). The
life expectancy of pets has grown
tremendously since they were first
domesticated, but their kidney cells
have not evolved to last so long,
When a glomerulus of a kidney (the
basic filtration unit of a kidney) is
lost, it is not replaced. The body’s
diminished ability to clear toxic waste
from the body eventually affects its
immune system and accelerates the
aging process, as in factor 1. Kidney
discase is characterised strongly by
scemingly  insatiable  thirst  and
increased wurination, a result of the
body’s attempt to clear the waste in
the blood by working the remaining
filtering capacities overtime.

Another bad fellow, cancer, claims
credit for approximately half of pet
deaths above 10 years of age. While
breast and testicular cancer risk can
be reduced drastically by ncutering
and spaying, yvour pet is not exempted
from other forms of cancer. Different
types of cancer display themselves
through common symptoms such as
tumours, also known as neoplasms, at
the affected areas. Neoplasms at the
head and neck are common in dogs
and less in cats, and may be spotted at
the gums or in the nose. These may in
turn lead to bleeding from the nose,
breathing difficulties, and reduced
appetite, Lymphoma, on the other
hand, results in enlargement of the
lymph nodes in the body, which are



responsible for the immune response
of the body, Lymphoma in different
vital organs result in various adverse
effects, with gastrointestinal lymphoma
resulting in vomiting and diarrhea,
and lymphoma at the liver and spleen
resulting in distension of the abdomen.
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Another black-listed chronic illness
would be cardiovascular disease,
Heart disease is type-casted by the
onset of cough as the weakened
mitral valve of the heart is unable to
prevent reverse blood flow into the
left atrium, resulting in fluids flowing
into the lungs and pressing on the
windpipe. Other symptoms also
include rapid breathing, pale or
bluish gums, and a weak pulse.
Symptoms of heart disease is often
mistaken as the signs of aging, so pet
owners have to really look out and be
able to tell the difference as pets age.
Heart disease has claimed 15% of
dogs’ lives in the UK till date. For a
muscle that beats 500 million times
through a lifetime, it certainly is
worth watching out for.

Less severe but equally troubling
health issues that arise with old age
would be arthritis and muscle
atrophy. Pets may lose the spring in
their step and no longer be as
energetic as in their prime of their
youth, and this may be due to arthritis

'1

dogging your pet. Osteoarthritis, one
of the most common types to hit older
pets, is the result of breakdown and
destruction of bone cartilage, causing
bones to grind against cach other
without sufficient cartilage. This in
turn leads to observably stuff joints,
hesitancy to jump, run and climb
stairs are typical signs of arthritis.
More sleep and decreased enthusiasm
towards play should not be
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mistaken for laziness on the part of
your pet too, as it may be simply
avoiding the pain and ache in moving
around.

Seems like a lot to handle? Old age
for pets certainly signifies a shift in
your pet’s condition, beyond the
usual graying of muzzles, weight
issues and decreased response and
interaction with vou. Always know
that you are not alone in allowing
both you and your pet to transit into
its sunset years. Your veterinarian
plays a crucial role in doling out
advice and guiding you towards
sustenance of your pet’s quality of
life. This may include dietary
changes, increased routine checks on
your pet’s health, wvaccination
boosters, and dental examinations.
While it certainly is an increase in the
amount of time and effort spent,
being vigilant can enable you and
your pet to enjoy each other as
companions. Prevention and early
detection of diseases can not only aid
in ameliorating your pet’s health, but
case the impact on your wallet as
well. After all, treatment options such
as chemotherapy or immunotherapy
in the casec of cancer can be
potentially costly for the average pet
owner. In this case, it is definitely a

situation where prevention is

better than cure,
pete
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Favorites

Some things we think are just great.

qupet (Byotrol in Pet Care)

We can only term Byotrol as revolutionary. Its track record as an antimicrobial agent
1s excellent, counting the Swine flu as one of its defeated opponents and saving even
contaminated fish plants when conventional disinfectants had failed. Byotrol’s
Amphicelles destroy microbes by ripping them apart literally, and provide hours, even
up to days and months of protection after it dries. 99.9% of the microbes are gone in
a matter of seconds. And no worries, there are no toxic residues like bleach, for
Byotrol 1s gentle on the skin as well. This protection 1s now available to your beloved
pets. Byopet comes in the form of deodorising wipes, sanitising foamer, as well as
shampoo for your puppies, giving vou the peace of mind that your pet has its personal
shield against those invisible germs.
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Dog Gone Smart
Pet Bed

Riding on the advancing wave of
material science, Dog Gone Smart
uses MNanoSphere and bacteriostatic
technology to produce its ccologically
clean textile used in its products. This
amazing lextile makes use of
nanotechnology to model the surface
texture after that of lotus leaves,
which allows water and substances
like dirt and dog coat oil to simply run
off the surface. This makes cleaning
your pet’s bed a breeze. Heavy duty
usage and frequent washing won't
wear it out too, as the technology
bestows high levels of abrasion
resistance. Bacteriostatic technology
reduces the spread of bacteria and
allergens as well, keeping the bed
hygienic and odour free. Now you
might be wondering how this fabric
feels. We put it down in two words.
Really comfortable.



(Dog Toys)
Made of ballistic nylon, Chomper dog
toys are tough, durable and

tear-resistant, providing that extra
blast of fun. Its soft polyester fiber
stuffing make it extremely cuddly,
while different toys from the
Chomper range contain additional
squeakers, bungee cords that notch up
the fun factor. Its surface is also
washable with mild soap, allowing

you to keep Fido’s toys hygienic,
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IRevolution}forgBets!

Revolution is first-ever FDA-approved, topically applied
medication, available for both dogs and cats, and provides
protection against heartworm disease, fleas. ear mites and
ticks. Just simply apply a spot of Revolution between the
shoulder blades of your dog or cat once every month. It enters
vour pet’s bloodstream through the skin, vanquishing all of the
above by being present in the blood and selectively
redistributing itself to the skin. This simple-to-use product
eliminates the need to continuously use spray-ons, multiple
products, or even tussle with your pet to take its pills.
Revolution dries after application without leaving any greasy
feeling or odor, and 1s effective even if your pet takes its bath 2
hours later. Try Revolution for protection today!

oN

C

-
=

reveolutionevol

friends’

Bacteriological
Effect Paper Soft

100% recyecled from paper, these
biodegradable pellets appeal to the
environmentally conscious. Besides
being dust free and soft to touch, the
pellets also incorporate the usage of
micro-organisms  to  remove  the
offending sources of odors, keeping the
litter area of your cat or small animal
fresh-smelling. This micro-biological
technology has been formulated to
remain dormant until exposed to the
excrement of your pets, where it would
eradicate the smell with the secretion
of enzymes the catalyse the breakdown
of the foul-smelling matter. No fear,
these microbes are otherwise harmless,
just as they are naturally. To top it off,
these pellets are biodegradable, so that
you can truly be one with nature.
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